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A51 Bretbtm and FHm^, \ 

HE Relation I ftand in to jrou» is a daily 
-Call uponmc to -confi^^ the ibiritual State 
o£ thc(p great Ckiesi and though I. doubt 
not but QoD has inany: faitbi^l and chofen 

i • • • • I 

Senrants among you^ yet the general View of th.e Wic- 
kedneia and Corruption that abound^ apd are fpreading 
£tr and wide, gives ine, an^ inujft ^ive to evei^ ierious^ 
Chrifl;pfi voy paio6U |LefLfxipna : It v^ hardly po^le 
to thiok of the Hiftory of Providence, recorded in 
Holy Writ, and the many Examples of Divine Judke 
exercifedi fbrnedmes in punifhiDg, fometimes^in utterly 
deAroying wicked Nations, or Cities, without being, 
fenfibly iSk&td with Apprehenlions for ourfelves : ^lit 
iQore efpecially have we Reafon to fear, when we fee 
the Beginning tf Sorraips, and the Difpleafure of the 

B Almighty 
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Almighty manifefted in the Calamities we fuffcr under, 
and in the Signs and Tokens given us to expcd a far 
more dreadful Judgment. 

Ft is every Man's *Duty; artd it is mine to call upon 
you, to give Attention to all the Warnings which God in 
his Mercy affords to a fiiifal People : Such Warning we 
have had, 1>y two gi^tj Sjhocksr of an Earthquake ; a 
Warniq^y wh^ch (eetps to have been immediately and 
eijpecially direded to theie great X^Sties, and the Neigh- 
bourhood of them ; where the Violence of the Earth- 
quake was fo fenfibky tho* in diftant Parts hardly felt, 
that it will be Blindnefs wilful and inexcuiable not to ap- 
ply to ourfelves this ftrong Summons; from God^ to Re- 
pentance. 

.T'no u GUTLESS or hardenfcd' Sinnets niay be deaf to 
thcfe pails j and Li^le Philofophers, vrfco ice a little, and 
bht very little into nataral Gtufes^ may think they fee c* 
nough "to account for what happens^ without calling in the 
Aid and Afliftancc of a fpecial Providence ; not confidcr- 
irig. jhat Cod who naade al! Tfiings, never put an^ Tfiing 
out of his own Povfer, but has all Nature under €om-* 
mand to ferve his Purpofes in the Government of the 
World; But be their Imaginations to themfelvcs, the* 
Subjedt is too fcrious ^» trifling > and calls u$ oiF to odier 
Views. -..:;-. 
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'If we'confidcr the -general Govenmient of the World 
by God, and updn what Reafons and Motives he ads» 
when he brings Calamities and Plagues upon any People : 
Qgm£ we recoUedt frbm:HiftDry &cred and profane^ what 
9kate and Condition with rcfpeft to Keligbn and Mora- 
lity, the People were, in, who Jhave been Examples of 
Juftice : And then compare our own Cafe vfith the ge* 
neral Reafon by which Providence ads, and with the 
Circumfbnce&of tlic^ly)^ whofe'EiKamfJte wd dtighttd 
take Waririfig, we fiialtfoofa difcover whether there be 
ju(b Reaibn for our Apprehenfions. If thofe who have 
been deftroyed by Fire JSroni 'Heaven, or Iwallowed up by 

■ • ' 1 • 

the Earth were 'Sinkef-s^ * And j^ffe are righteous , ittns fear 
nothihgi nor be difmay ed tbo* the Fmmiathns of ' the 
Earth be removed : But if oUr Confciences tell us, that 
we have finned after dieir -Example, what Confolation is 
there to be had agd ji ift Sic jaft Expei^tlon of lufftring 
aftcr^ Acir Exinple.ife^ 
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The finie Conchifion wfll arife ffoxta a Coiltempla- 
tion of God's general Providence -, " which tho' it is not 
daily exerted in puriifhingall Men, or all Vices that de- 
ferve it i yet is 'always armed with Power to ftop out- 
'' Tigtous Wickednefs ; and he has told us in his holy 
Word,* what we may expedl Trom his Juftice, when we 
are grown hardened and obdurate againft his Mercy. . 
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! Ufok- thcfc. Principles let jour own Gife betxuni- 
Qed : Bat who fliftU be yoar Acciifer ? Shall I f God 
forbid^ My Hearfs Defrt §nd Prayer to Qodfir you is^ 
that yotf mAy be fircid^ Hear me then with Patien^' 
not as. your Accuier^ but as. jour £nthfiii Setvanfc wxA 
Miuiftcr ia Chrift Jefus» wamipg you to flee fmsn the 
Warth that is to coiiic* 

.' Ha]>. tbi6 P^ of the Wjorld liad kA Knowkdgis 
aD4 lei^ Light, they might have, ibtoe Eifenie, and 
fonic Hope that Gqd would winkat.the Times of their 
Ignorapce: But they have had the I4ght| and. have 
iQvcd Panels : The Go^ of ChriftW /which all 
the Gqodneis and ^er cy ^ God are diijplay'd throogh 
the Jledemption purchi^ed by the Bipod of Chrift 5 in 
which the Ai^ and Comfort of the Holy Spirit of Goo^ 
is ofiered to all who ditigently fttdciti in which the 
Hopes and Fears of Eterni^ aie difplay'd to guard us 
againft the Temptadons of Sin i has been not only re- 
]e€tcd» but treated with a>fitidiQeu3 Scorn ; and all our 
Hopes in Chrift repr^fcQt^d as Delufions and Impofitions 
upon the Weakncfs of Men. How has the Prefs Sot 
many Years paft fwarm'd with Books^ fopje to difpute^ 
feme to Jidicule the great Truths of Religion, hoth na-' 
tural and revealed. I /hall mention no particular Cafes^ 
there is no need for it; the Thing is notorious. I wifh 
die Guilt in this Inftance was confined to the Authors 
only» . and that no body elfe >ysi8 anfwerable for it : But 

the 
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^e Barneftnefs wtdi ^riiich thdc Books were fonght 
jtfter, the Pletfiue and Approbation with whi^ they 
wem wceived, are too ftrong Indicadont. of the general 
Taftc to be diflembled ; and the Indufby ufed to 
diiperie thefe Books at home and abroad^ and eipeci* 
^y to our Plantations in America ; to which great: 
Nonoibers^ and at a great Bxpence have been conveyed $ 
are Proofs of fuch Malkc againft the Gofpel and the 
Holy Author of it, as wonld not be born even in a Md^ 
hmetmt Cootitry, In diis Branch of Trade, thia g^-eat 
City beats aii U)c World}* it is become even the Mart 
for Infidelity^ 

It reqpuredso great Sagacity to forefee what the 
Coo&qiieace would be of the Pains taken to unfetde all 
Principles of Re%ion« Infidelity and Immorality are 
Aoo nearly' allied, to be long feparated i and though 
jom^ iiave |Mretended to posferve a* Senfe of Virtue 
jnriAont the^ Aid of Religion, yet Ezperiehce has fhew^ 
«d : Ihftt Beople- who have neidier Hopes nor Fears with 
lle^peft to omtBit World,- wiU feon abofe tbh by in- 
dulging the worft of their Paffions, and wiff not regard 
Man, when once they have learn'd to difiegard God. 

i V - • - • k 

. ?^ H s T X E ft t&^>be our Cafe, . let every Man judge 
|>y whajl he hears and iees ; by what^ indeed^ he muji 
hear and fee, if be. lives ainongf^ ns. Blafphemy and 
hofT^ Intpreioftticiia doniinefcs^ in ^r Streets, and poor 
Wretches are every Hour wantonly and wickedly calling 

for 
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for Damnation on Acmfelves ^ind others, jwhich ijaay. Be 
('tis much to be feared) too near them already. Add to 
this the Lewdnefs and Delxjiuchcry that prevail amoc^ 
the lo^yeft People,, which keeps them idle, poor, and 
'miferable/ and renders thenx incapable of getting an ho- 
licft Livelihood for, theooielves and Families 5 the Num- 
bcr of lewd Houfes, which trade in their Vices; and 
which muft: at any rate be paid for making Sin conveni*- 
entto them'; and it will account fpr ViU^^ .osf. another 
Kind, which are growing fo faft as to be Infupportable, 
and almpft incurable : For, Where is the Wonder th« 
Ferfons fo abandoned (hould be ready (o commit all 
Sorts of Outrage and Violence ?— A City without Reli- 
gion can never be a iafe Place to dwell in/ 



i ^ 



The unnatural Lewdnefs, of which we have heard fo 
much of late, is fomething more than brutiih, and can 
hardly be n^entioned without offending ch«fte £ars,. and 
yet cannot be pa&doyer entirely in Siliince, becaoic of 
the particular Mark <£ Divine Veng^tCn^e let lipoa it iA 
the Defhudion of Sodom by Fire from Heaven. - Dread- 
ful Example ! 

• ■ * 

* 

But theie Vices are fo enormous, that 'tis to be 
hoped the Generality of our People are tio/t guilty ^ I 
hope in God they are not, I truft dieyare not. But ho^ 
unhappy is it for this Country, that there fhould be any 
Ground even for Sufpicioa that.thefe Vices are growing 

to be ,commo{il . 

* 

But 
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. B u T to go one Step further — 
When Men, not content with indulging their own 
Jbrutifli Pafllons, take Plains to corrupt others, they aft 
with fuch cool and diabolical Malice, as outdoes former ' 
Examples, and fccms to be a Challenge to the Power and 
Juftice of God— Have not all the Abominations of the 
publick Stews been. opened to View \>y kwd Fixtures ex- 
pofed to Sale at Noon-day ? Have not Hiftories or Ro- 
mances of the vileft Proftitutes been publilhed, intended 
merely to difplay the moft execrable Scenes of Lewdaels ; 
Lewdnefs repfefcoted without Difguife, and nothing omit- 
ted that might inflame the corrapt Paflions of the Youth 
- of tlie Nation ! What was the Encouragement for Men 
to dare giving luch an Af&ont not only to the common 
Scnfe, but to the common Law of the Country ? Was it 
i>ot the quick Sale thefe Pictures and thefe Books had? 
And is not this a deplorable Circnmftance, and iad In- 
ftance of the corrupt Difpofitign of many among us ? 

I s it to be wondered at, after fo much Pains ta- 
ken to corrupt the Religion and Morals of the People,, 
that they fhould be indifpofed to attend to any thing feri- 
ous, or that' they grow fick of Religion,, which has na 
Comforts f©r them s that they fly from the Church and- 
crowd to the Playhoufe : That they are tired of them- 
ftlves, and their own Thoughts,, and want to Ibfe theni- 
feives in Company from Morning to Night? It is this, 
onhapf^, unfettled State of Mind that has introduced 

a Kind 
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a Kind of general Idlenefs among the People^ and gU 
ven Rife to almoft infinite Places of Diverfion in and 
about this Town j it were well if they were Places of 
Diverfion only ; but they are often Places for carryings 
on worfe Bufinefs^ and give Opportunities to the Profile 
gate to feducc the Innocent, who often meet their Ru« 
tn« where they only came for Pleafure-^While I was 
writing this I call my Eye upon a News-Paper of the 
Day, and counted no lefs than fifteen Advertiiements 
for Tlays^ Operas^ Mujick^ and Dancings for Meetings 
at Gardens, for Ckck-fghting, Prize-Jigbting, &c? 
Should this Paper^ (as many of our News-Papers do). 
go abroad, what an Idea muft it give to all the Church^ 
es abroad, of the Manner in which Lent is kept in thia 
Protcftant Country?. What our Saviour iaid to the Jewg 
upon another Occafioni Tou have turned the Houfe cf 
Prfiyer into a Dm of Thieves^ may witt a litde Va* 
riatlon^ be applied to Ourielves, We have turned this 
Seafon appointed for ierious Reflexions, and Humilm*' 
tion of J^ody and Spirit^ into a Time of Mirth and Jol*^ 
lity, of Mufick, Dancing, and riotous Living. 

« 
How ^ir this Spirit of Indolence and Idlenefs has 

gone, and to what Excefs, may be fcen in all Ordtis 

among us 5 fi'icndly Vifits for Convwfation arc become 

infipid Things, and are degenerated into Meetings for 

Gaming, where People hardly known to each other, are 

invited by one Tye only, the Love of Play : Which 

leems now to be, not an Amufement or iDiverfion/ but a 

ferious 
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icrious Bufinefs of Life, and one would think a necejjarj 
one, by Icebg how "fomc Children ' are trained up to it. - 

*" ' t - ... 

r T tt E K fe is a great and a ^rieVous Evil among U8, 
which natafaKy ' fprirfgs from the • Diforders -before 
mentioned : I mean the • great Jncreaife of- Popery in 
this kingdom. When Men have loft all Principles of 
Religion, and are loft to all Senfe of Morality, they are 
prepared to receive any Buperftition, whc«ev»'the De^ 
cay of -Health-, H: the crois Accidents of Lilb revive the 
Fears of Futurity 5 which maybeftified, but cannot be 
extinguiflied ; fuch Perfons not able to digeft the whole* 
fonie Food 6f Repentance; by -which their fpiritual Con* 
dition might be gradually rfJended, gitedily fwallow the 
!iigh*Gordia!'of'A4)fokiti©n,' Which' like other .Cordials 
gives fome prefent Eafe, but works no Cure. And with 
refpeift to People of a ferious and religious Turn of Mind, 
l^e manifeft Ind cdnftoft gemml Contemfft, or, at Ifeaft 
-N^glcsft, of th6 Dtaties of 4leligion gives aigreat Adyanf- 
taige tb'tbe^Bkiifilarie^ of fii^me' to impdfe oh) their Weafe- 
xne6, ^uid to 'perfiiadtf them that ^ey can have no Hopes 
in the -Religitfn of. a: Church, where Religion itfelf is 
rhardly to bef foi^d; 
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Lay thele Thmgs together ; and: what .more your 

own Obiervation and Reflexion may furniih, and much 

onebe dioy may '^Fhiflai ^ iuiditfaen a£k. jrour Heart,- whe- 

.thibr yov hgvf ilodilBaf«h> to Has;, tint: God will vifit 

:ii>r ihbftf Thifi^ft ' : IT- ydiiri |ieat| mifgiycs you,: . a^ 
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forebodes the Time of taking Veogeaoce for thefe Ini- 
quities to be drawing near, con/ider further, how gra- 
cioufly you have been dealt with by having had Warning 
ofyoar Danger; and remember that the long Suffer anu 
of God is a Call U Repentance. 

It is purely for the Sake of this Reflexion^ tliat \ 
now addrefs myfelf to you : I have no Pleafure in lay- 
ing open, the Shame of my Country, or in expofiog its^ 
Nakednefs either to Friends or to Foes 4 and when I 
confidcr my own Situation, 'tis a, Profpedl void of all 
Comfort to me to fee the Condition of the People^ over 
whom I have a Charge 5 and, God knows my Heartj, 
thefe Confiderations ar9 a Paia and Grief to my 
Mind. 
I ■ • • • » 

BoT,. let.«8 )iot defpur;, there is fbll one Rem«dyr 
left, and vrhatever Reafon we have to poademn our-- 
&lves, yet of this :we may be fiire, chit God has noe 
forgotten to be gracious. To him then let us torn, with; 
« hearty Repentance for qor Sins i and with a Refo- 
lution to do, each of us in his proper Station, .what 
lies in our Power to ftem the Torrent of Iniquity which^ 
threatens our 



». 



. As to You my JBtethren of jAe, Clei^„« who Aan 
.witb me the Care of« the Soda ia thefe pq)ulaas Ckies, 
;kt me exhort You, (tbadghJ tnift you^wAliI oot^Jk^ibL 

exhorted) to awaken the People, to call them from the 

Lethargy 
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Lethargjr in which thejr have too long tivedi and make 
them fee thdir 6wn Dangq-* i Speak to ihem, perfwade 
4:bem as knowing ibt Tenors ^ tie LorH^-^ Speak to their 
Hearts and Omfciences with fuch Plainncft as becomes 
the Minifters of the Gofpel s tell them in Sea/on and 
cut tf Stafon^ that ufilefs they repenU tbey ttmji perijhi 
If the Warnings we have had are a Call on the People 
to Repentance, remember they afe ftill ilroi^er Calls 
on us, to /rMTi^ Repentaiicp, And feo difchaiige the Duty 
we owe to God and his Church, 4iid to th): Flock of 
Chrift, over whom we are placed. May this Work of 
God profper hi our Hands 1 

• r 

rfhoiild be wanting to thie Dpty I owe to the high^ 
eft i^s well as'the k)weft, /hojild I omit ox> this«Occafion 
to remind thofe who are entrufted by dieir Country^ 
with the Goveramient of thele populous Citie^ how 
xnuc)i theWel^e of the Pcfqple depend^ upon ihe ff^th- 
ful Execution of the Law^ I pretend not to accufe them 
particularly of Neglect, a general Neglfgl of this Kbd 
is one of the worft Syoiptoms pf the Time ; erery Man 
is left to do what 1^ rjght in his own Eycs^ one would 
think there wm n^.fUng in IJraeU Could the vile abo- 
minable Pi<5tures of Lewdnefs have been oiBFered to Sale 
In the moft frequented Parts of the Qty ; could Books 
for the Inftrudion of the Unexperienced in all tlie My Ae- 
ries ^f Iniquity have been publickly cried in our Street; \ 
:had not the Laws, and the Guardians pf the Laws^ been 
afleq) ^«^9Kt fl;^'ely it is high Time to awake j and to 

C 2 let 
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let Peof^e once more know, (vrbat ieems- ta be ahnoft 
forgotten) that Laws are ma<)e for ihc^Pnni/bmmt of 
fVickednefs and Vice^ and for 4he Maintenawe cf true 
Reiigion. 

. • . ? 

Govern MEKT is a great Tr uft, and, the Powers of 

it are not intended merely to do Honour. to thoie wlu^ 

have them,- but muft be ufed for the Good of the ComJ- 

muftity. This is • a Truth fuffic^ntl^ knotvn^ .it has 

been founded in the Ears of the Nation/- without Ce^f- 

kig ; but the Misfortune is/ that this Dodrioe has been 

applied fo conftantly to the Supreme Magi^rate. only, 

that thofc who' have fubordinate Powers derived from his 

- Authority, ' forget, - or sut nbt aceuftottUfd, to il^ake ' the 

' Application to themfelves. And yet furely, thefe ts i^t 

a Confhible but has, in Proportion to the Powtr theLiw 

'^ves him, a Trufttepofed in him in Behalf of his King 

' and his Country : Thofe who are in higher Qffices, have 

ftifl greater Reafon, as more depends upon the due Exer- 

cife of their Authority, to be watchful for the Commur- 

nity. The Good of Society muft be* influenced by 

' their .Condu<Jl' and Example, one Way or cither. • Great 

Officers of Juftice canned be ufekfs^ w^diout being pernio 

cibus. 

If a Regard for the Publick is not a Motive ftrong 
enough in this Cafe, let evei^ Magiftrate confider that 
there is another of infinke Importance to himfelf ^ for if 
all Power be the Ordinance of God, He wHl undoubt- 
edly 
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cdly* demand tn Account of the Exercife of it : And 
who- is he, that ' has fo little tQ anf wcr for on his own 
Accoupt/ as twillingly to f)ibje<3^ himfelf to be anfwerabl^ 
for the Sin^ [of pthef 5^,; which eitl^ by his Encourage-^ 
ment. or his Connivence he makes his own ? Pardon the 
Freedom of this Addrefs ^ I honour and reverence your 
Officii aod . I i|ope I give you no Occalion to d^fpife- 
mine. • -•.•.• 1 1 , , 



Nbxt to thofe in publick Offices of Power and 
Truft, the Happinefs of the Publick depends upon thofe 
whot hik!^ thte Gdvbrf^nent in pri[yatc Faa>iUes. ; Hece it 
isrtharjtbb Youth of t^e |>^atipti mu$ bje formed^ and -j^- 
,thcy are fuffercd t6 be corrupted* in their Rel|igipn or 
MpTals before they come inta the- /iT^r/^y, there ^ is little 
.Hopq that the Wtn-ld will . rpfoixn thfini. ^ All wife^Mcn, 
XfCgiiUtors; .ajid ..Prinoes, ; havf r ^cVt^w\^4&^ |K>t pi^ly 
the Ufe; but: the r^edeifity<>f an^arlyjEduc^t^Ut $0 fbiiP^ 
the Mind, whilft tender, , to the j^kiciples of Honour 
,and Virtue; and what is roore^ . the wife^b/ of a^l^ the 
Writers infpircd by: the. Holy Spirit, hav$. reqpiwd it 
as a Duty from Parents, and as Part of the . Obedience 
they owe to God : :t Even but Unbelici^ars have itca ^ow 

far Religion dcjpeoded. on tills. Carjei...aod under . a Pr^e-* 
(ence of maintaining the Liberty of the ^ hitman Mind^ * 

^ahd guarding .It! ^aijin^ early Prejudices^ they Jiaye ^. 

■ deavouredl'tb pet^aide die.WcMrld,- that-Childrai ihqojkl 
b6 etngfatf ndthii% lOf . Rd^o, but be. left tp.^nn 

''tfi6a^tai. fii^iAomftlvesl -Tbey- have- ' faft4 boi t^o^graat . 



